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Small Group Bible Study:  Weds 1 July 2020 

 

 

This week, we will look at the Old Testament reading for Sunday 5 July (Trinity 3), which is 

Zechariah 9: 9-12 

 

 

Some background to the book of the Prophet Zechariah 

Zechariah (one of the 12 ‘Minor Prophets’, so called because their writings are brief, not 

because they are less important than the ‘Major Prophets’) was a prophet who was active in 

the C. 6th BC (the same time as Haggai). This was the time of the restoration of Israel and the 

reconstruction of the Temple in Jerusalem following the return from exile in Babylon 

(following the permission given by Cyrus the Great in 538 BC). The book starts by establishing 

the chronological setting by reference to King Darius of Persia, who came to the throne in 522 

BC. 

The book of Zechariah is generally regarded as falling into two parts. Chapters 1-8 contains 

visionary material (in chapters 1-6) and oracles and preached material (chapters 7-8). It is 

concerned with the restoration of Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the Temple. The second 

part of the book (chapters 9-14) seems to be a later addition and is quite different in style – 

more like classical prophecy, but also containing extended descriptions (Ch 14). This second 

part of the book is thought to have been written much later, perhaps as late as the C. 3rd BC. 

It does not talk about the Temple rebuilding project and seems instead to look forward to a 

future date (the day of the Lord) for hope and there are expectations of more suffering to 

come before then.  

Our passage (9: 9-12) is part of an Oracle (which starts at 9: 1) speaking of the hopes of the 

two kingdoms of Judah and Israel (also known as Ephraim), and this section of the Oracle 

speaks firstly of God coming to his people as a triumphant and peace-bringing King (vv. 9-10)) 

and then as a victory-bringing warrior (vv.11-17). 
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The text: 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

    triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 

    and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
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Some questions for discussion 

 

A: The coming King 

(1) Where else in the Bible (and in the Church’s liturgical celebrations) does the image of 

a coming King riding a donkey occur? 

 

(2) Look at Jacob’s blessing of Judah in Gen 49: 10-11. How does this fit with the image in 

Zechariah and your answer to Q1 above? 

 

(3) How do you respond to or understand the adjectives used to describe the coming King: 

‘triumphant’, ‘victorious’, ‘humble’? What model of kingship does this evoke for you?  

 

(If you have other versions of the Bible available, you might like to compare the 

different translations of v.9 and notice the variations in these adjectives – the free 

online Bible tool ‘Blue Letter Bible’ is excellent for making this sort of comparison: 

www.blueletterbible.org) 

 

(4) Is this all about Jesus, or not? 

 

B: the victorious warrior 

Our reading stops at v. 12, but this is part of a section that starts at v.11 and runs 

through to the end of chapter 10, portraying God as a warrior who will give his people 

victory over their enemies (who are Greek in Ch 9; Assyrian and Egyptian in Ch 10).  

The ‘blood of my covenant with you’ could be read as a reference to the covenant at 

Sinai described in Exod 24: 8. 

 

(5) What does the language of ‘setting prisoners free’, or a ‘waterless pit’ mean for you 

now? 

 

(6) Where would you identify as your ‘stronghold’ to which you would go in order to feel 

safe from your enemies? 

 

(7) ‘Prisoners of hope’ is an intriguing phrase – how do you read it?  

 

(8) What would being ‘restored double’ mean in practice for you – what do you long for 

from God? 

 

(9) What do you make of this martial imagery for God? And how does it sit alongside the 

image of the king who comes in humility to bring peace to the nations in the first 

section of our passage? 


