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Welcome to Christchurch Priory on this the Sixth Sunday of Easter. As these weeks 

of Easter continue, may the good news of the resurrection may open up more of 

its meaning, promise and hope for us all.  

Charles Stewart 

 

Those of you who wish to maintain a measure of social distancing should please sit 

in the South side of the nave. Current guidance from Government and from the 

Church of England includes the following:  

• Advice from both the Government and Church of England is to continue to 

wear a face covering indoors or in crowded places (except for those who are 

exempt), especially where we are meeting people whom we do not normally 

encounter.  

• Church of England guidance notes that “some activities can also increase the 

risk of catching or passing on coronavirus. This happens where people are 

doing activities which generate more particles as they breathe heavily, such 

as singing or raising our voices.” Thank you for your co-operation in helping 

keep one another safe. 
   

Please ensure that all mobile ‘phones are switched off. 

Photography, sound and video recordings are not permitted.  

This serviced is being live-streamed. 

   
During this service there will be an opportunity to give towards the ministry, mission, 

maintenance and music of the Priory Church. We depend on the generosity of 

everyone who comes to the Priory, to help us preserve the building for future 

generations as a place of welcome, worship and mission. 

If you would like to give by cash, and are a taxpayer, please use one of our yellow 

Gift Aid envelopes and be sure to fill in your name and address and sign the 

declaration. Gift Aid adds a 25% bonus to your gift; e.g. for a gift of £10 we would 

receive another £2.50 at no cost to you.  

For those who do not carry cash, there will be contactless machines near the exit 

which enable you to give by using your bank card. The current default setting is 

for a gift of £5. However you choose to give, your donation will be greatly 

appreciated. Thank you for your support. 

  

Setting:   Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995), in G 

Voluntary:   Prelude No. 1      Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)  



  

The Gathering 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

City of God, how broad and far 

 Outspread thy walls sublime! 

The true thy chartered freemen are 

 Of every age and clime. 

One holy Church, one army strong, 

 One steadfast, high intent; 

One working band, one harvest-song, 

 One King omnipotent. 

How purely hath thy speech come down 

 From man's primaeval youth! 

How grandly hath thine empire grown 

 Of freedom, love and truth! 

How gleam thy watch-fires through the night 

 With never-fainting ray! 

How rise thy towers, serene and bright, 

 To meet the dawning day! 

In vain the surge's angry shock, 

 In vain the drifting sands: 

Unharmed upon the eternal Rock 

 The eternal City stands. 

Words: Samuel Johnson (1822-82)    Tune: Richmond  

THE GREETING 

President    In the name of the Father, 

 and of the Son, 

  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

      Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

The Revd Angela Newton, presiding, introduces the service. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

Minister Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,  
 we come to you in sorrow for our sins,  

 and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
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 Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
 we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy.  

 Like the disciples behind locked doors,     
 we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
 Christ, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 Like Thomas in the upper room, 

 we are slow to believe. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

President Almighty God, 

 who forgives all who truly repent, 

 have mercy upon you, 

 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

 and keep you in life eternal; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Choir sings GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Glory be to God on high, 
and in earth peace,  
good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee 
for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ: 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins  
of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand  
of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 



  

For thou only art holy, 
thou only art the Lord, 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art the Most High, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Music: Herbert Sumsion, in G 
Please remain standing 

THE COLLECT 

President Let us pray in the joy of this Easter celebration that the 

resurrection life of Jesus our Lord may transfigure our lives. 

 God our Redeemer,  

 you have delivered us from the power of darkness  

 and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:  

 grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,  

 so by his continual presence in us he may raise to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

 who is alive and reigns with you,  

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Please sit 

The Liturgy of the Word 

FIRST READING Acts 16. 9–15  

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 

Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to 

Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we 

immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced 

that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 

Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to 

Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the 

sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 

supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 

spoke to the women who had gathered there.  
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A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was 

listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 

purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to 

what was said by Paul. When she and her household were 

baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she 

prevailed upon us. 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING  Revelation 21.10, 22—10.5  

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain 

and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 

heaven from God.  

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—

and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory 

and the honour of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, 

nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only 

those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through 

the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 

the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit 

each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 

worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of 

lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 

reign for ever and ever. 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 



  

GRADUAL HYMN 

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult 

 Of our life’s wild restless sea 

Day by day his voice is sounding; 

 Saying, ‘Christian, follow me’: 

As of old Saint Andrew heard it 

 By the Galilean lake, 

Turned from home and toil and kindred, 

 Leaving all for his dear sake. 

Jesus calls us from the worship 

 Of the vain world’s golden store, 

From each idol that  would keep us, 

 Saying, ‘Christian, love me more’. 

In our joys and in our sorrows, 

 Days of toil and hours of ease, 
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

 ‘Christian, love me more than these’. 

Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 

 Saviour, may we hear thy call, 

Give our hearts to thy obedience, 

 Serve and love thee best of all. 

Words: Mrs. C. F. Alexander (1818-95)     Tune: St Andrew, 

E. H. Thorne (1834-1918) 

Please remain standing 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
 I was dead and behold I am alive for evermore. 

All Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL READING   John 5. 1–9  

 The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
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After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, 

called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these 

lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralysed. One man was 

there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw 

him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, 

he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick man 

answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when 

the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, 

someone else steps down ahead of me.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ At once the man was made 

well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 

Now that day was a sabbath.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON   Mr Will Howard  

 

Please stand to say 

THE CREED 

All We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father, 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
    and was made man. 



  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  
    and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped  
    and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

At the end of the prayers, the Intercessor says:  

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Please stand 

THE PEACE 

President The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  

 Peace be with you! Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 

 Alleluia! The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All And also with you.  Alleluia! 

Minister Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

As we are able, all may exchange a sign of peace, greeting one another with the 

words, The Lord is risen, and answering, He is risen indeed. 
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Please remain standing  

OFFERTORY HYMN during which there will be a collection 

O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 

 That all thy Church might be for ever one, 

Grant us at every Eucharist to say 

 With longing heart and soul, 'Thy will be done.' 

Oh, may we all one Bread, one Body be, 

One though this Sacrament of unity. 

For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 

 Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 

Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 

 By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace: 

Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be, 

One through this Sacrament of unity. 

We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 

 O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 

Back to the faith which saints believed of old, 

 Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep: 

Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be, 

One through this Sacrament of unity. 

So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 

 May we be one with all thy Church above, 

One with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 

 One with thy saints in one unbounded love: 

More blessèd still, in peace and love to be 

One with the Trinity in Unity.  
 

Words:  W. Turton (1856-1938)            Tune: Song 1,  

Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

 

President Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; 

 make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  

 Amen. 

 

Please remain standing 

 



  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

President The Lord be with you  

All  and also with you.  

 Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
 almighty and eternal Father, 
 and in these days of Easter 
 to celebrate with joyful hearts 
 the memory of your wonderful works. 
 For by the mystery of his passion 
 Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
 has conquered the powers of death and hell 
 and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
 He has placed them once more in paradise 
 and opened to them the way of life eternal. 
 And so, in the joy of this Passover,  
 earth and heaven resound with gladness,  
 while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

 sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 

Choir  Holy, holy, holy,  Lord God of hosts, 
 heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
 Glory be to thee, O Lord most High. 
 Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
 and according to your holy will, 
 these gifts of bread and wine 
 may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

 took bread and gave you thanks; 
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
 do this in remembrance of me. 
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 In the same way, after supper 
 he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
 he gave it to them, saying: 
 Drink this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, 
 in remembrance of me. 

Minister Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All  Dying, you destroyed our death, 
 Rising, you restored our life: 
 Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

President And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
 his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
 rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming in glory, 
 we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
 we bring before you this bread and this cup 
 and we thank you for counting us worthy 
 to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
 and gather into one in your kingdom 
 all who share this one bread and one cup, 
 so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
 may praise and glorify you for ever, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
 for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 

 

Please sit or kneel. A short silence is kept 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Minister  Rejoicing in God’s new creation,  

 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
   



  

All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation;  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

 because we all share in one bread. 

 

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 

All Let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive 

Communion at this service.  Anyone who would prefer to receive a blessing should 

please bring this order of service with you. Please move as directed by the sidesmen. 

The lower voices of the choir sings Agnus Dei, from Sumsion in G; and, for the 

motet, ‘Ave verum corpus’, music by Claudio Casciolini. 

 

After Communion, please remain seated. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

President God our Father,  

 whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

  may we thirst for you,  

 the spring of life and source of goodness,  

 through him who is alive and reigns,  

 now and for ever.. Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN  

God of mercy, God of grace, 

Show the brightness of thy face: 

Shine upon us, Saviour, shine, 

Fill thy Church with light divine; 

And thy saving health extend 

Unto earth’s remotest end. 

Let the people praise thee, Lord; 

Be by all that live adored: 

Let the nations shout and sing, 

Glory to their Saviour King; 

At thy feet their tribute pay, 

And thy holy will obey. 

Let the people praise thee, Lord; 

Earth shall then her fruits afford; 

God to man his blessing give, 

Man to God devoted live; 

All below, and all above, 

One in joy, and light, and love. 

Words:  H. F. Lyte (1793-1847)s     Tune: Heathlands, 

           Henry Smart (1813-79) 

Please remain standing 

The Dismissal 
THE BLESSING 

President Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

President The God of peace, 

 who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
 that great shepherd of the sheep, 

 through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

 make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

 working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

 and the blessing of God almighty, 

 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

 be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 



 

 

  

 With the risen life of Christ within you, 

 go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 

 

 

Voluntary:    Fanfare (Psalm 81, vs 1-3 “Sing aloud!”)      John Cook (1918-84) 
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