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Welcome to this Eucharist on the 2nd Sunday of Easter. Easter this year 

starts at an early stage of the Government’s 4-step planned relaxation of 

lockdown. This means that all the requirements of social distancing and 

hand cleansing are still in place. The distance required by the Church of 

England for acts of worship is still two metres. 

Another of the current legislation on this service is that the congregation 

is unable to sing the hymns which are, in normal times, one of the core 

elements of our worship. In our stead, they will be sung by a cantor from 

the choir. 

Whatever you and your loved ones may have faced in the past year, may 

you and those you love know God’s blessings of love, joy, peace and hope 

this Easter.  

Charles Stewart, Vicar  
 

 

Please ensure that all mobile ‘phones are switched off. 

Photography, sound and video recordings are not permitted  

at Priory services.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

This Eucharist is being live-streamed. 

 

• Please maintain social distancing at all times, including entering and leaving the 

church. The Church of England guidance for public worship is still 2 metres. 

Please observe the one-way system at all times.  

• Face coverings are required to be worn in places of worship, except for those 

with a recognized exemption.  

• When it comes to the Communion, please stay in your place: the clergy will 

come to you. 

Thank you for helping us keep one another safe. 

  



  

The Gathering 
Please stand 

Vicar  ‘I am the resurrection and the life’, says the Lord. ‘Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who 

lives and believes in me will never die.’ 

We meet in the name of Jesus Christ, who died and was raised 

to the glory of God the Father. Grace and mercy be with you. 

As we come together to worship God,  

 we give thanks also for the life of H.R.H Prince Philip, 

  Duke of Edinburgh; 

 for his many years of dedicated service to the nation and 

  Commonwealth, 

 and for his devotion and support to Her Majesty the Queen, 

  and their family. 

Please remain standing in silent tribute 

Almighty God, 

you judge us with infinite mercy and justice 

and love everything you have made. 

In your mercy 

turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new life, 

and the sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven; 

through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

God save our gracious Queen,  

Long live our noble Queen,  

 God save The Queen!   

Send her victorious,   

Happy and glorious,   

Long to reign over us:   

   God save The Queen! 

 

Please remain standing. The Revd Graham Newton, presiding, continues the 

service. 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

Minister God has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of his glory 
in the face of Christ. 
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels 
to show that the transcendent power belongs to God 
and not to us. 
As we acknowledge our human frailty, 
we call to mind our sins of word, deed and omission, 
and confess them before God our Father.    

 Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
 we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy.  

 Like the disciples behind locked doors,     
 we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
 Christ, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 Like Thomas in the upper room, 
 we are slow to believe. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

President Almighty God, 

 who forgives all who truly repent, 

 have mercy upon you, 

 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

 and keep you in life eternal; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All say GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 Glory to God in the Highest, 

 and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, 

 Almighty God and Father, 

 we worship you, we give you thanks, 

 we praise you for your glory. 



  

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

 Lord God, Lamb of God, 

 you take away the sin of the world: 

 have mercy on us; 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

 receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the Glory of God the Father. Amen. 

   

Please remain standing 

THE COLLECT 

President Let us pray that the resurrection life of Jesus our Lord  

 may transfigure our lives. 

 Almighty Father,  

 you have given your only Son to die for our sins  

 and to rise again for our justification:  

 grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness  

 that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; 

through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,  

 who is alive and reigns with you,  

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

Please sit 

The Liturgy of the Word 

FIRST READING Acts 4. 32–35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 

and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 

possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 

With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 

all.  
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There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 

owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 

what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 
     

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 

 I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

 I was dead and behold I am alive for evermore. 

All Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL READING   John 20. 19–end 

 The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 

the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.’  

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 

not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 

‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 

mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 



  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 

was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to 

Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas 

answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. But these are written so that 

you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON     

  

Please stand to say 

THE CREED 

All We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father, 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
    and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
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 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  
    and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped  
    and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

At the end of the prayers, the Intercessor says:  

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Please stand 

THE PEACE 

President The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  

 Peace be with you! Then were they glad when they saw the 

Lord. 
   

 Alleluia! The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All And also with you.  Alleluia! 

 

Minister Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

As we are able, all may exchange a sign of peace, greeting one another with the 

words, The Lord is risen, and answering, He is risen indeed. 



  

Please sit for the  

OFFERTORY HYMN, sung by the Cantor 

Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

  Hearts to heaven and voices raise; 

Sing to God a hymn of gladness, 

  Sing to God a hymn of praise; 

He who on the cross a victim 

  For the world's salvation bled, 

Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 

  Now is risen from the dead. 

Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 

  Of the holy harvest field, 

Which will all its full abundance 

  At his second coming yield; 
Then the golden ears of harvest 

  Will their heads before him wave, 

Ripened by his glorious sunshine 

  From the furrows of the grave. 

Christ is risen, we are risen; 

  Shed upon us heavenly grace, 

Rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 

  From the brightness of thy face; 

That we, Lord, with hearts in heaven 

  Here on earth may fruitful be, 

And by angel-hands be gathered, 

  And be ever safe with thee. 

Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

  Glory be to God on high; 

To the Father, and the Saviour, 

  Who has gained the victory; 

Glory to the Holy Spirit, 

  Fount of love and sanctity; 

Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

  To the Triune Majesty.   

Words:  Christopher Wordsworth     Tune:  Lux Eoi, 

Sir Arthur Sullivan   
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President Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; 

 make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen. 

Please stand 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

President The Lord be with you  

All  and also with you.  

 Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 It is indeed right, 

it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 

to give you thanks and praise, 

holy Father, heavenly King, 

almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And now we give you thanks 

because through him you have given us 

the hope of a glorious resurrection; 

so that, although death comes to us all, 

yet we rejoice in the promise of eternal life; 

for to your faithful people life is changed, not taken away; 

and when our mortal flesh is laid aside 

an everlasting dwelling place is made ready for us in heaven. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord  

 God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 



  

President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
 and according to your holy will, 
 these gifts of bread and wine 
 may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
 took bread and gave you thanks; 
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
 do this in remembrance of me. 

 In the same way, after supper 
 he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
 he gave it to them, saying: 
 Drink this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, 
 in remembrance of me. 

Minister Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All  Dying, you destroyed our death, 
 Rising, you restored our life: 
 Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

President And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
 his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
 rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming in glory, 

 we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
 we bring before you this bread and this cup 
 and we thank you for counting us worthy 
 to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
 and gather into one in your kingdom 
 all who share this one bread and one cup, 
 so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
 may praise and glorify you for ever, 
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 through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please sit or kneel. A short silence is kept 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Minister  Rejoicing in God’s new creation,  

 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
   
All Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation;  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

 because we all share in one bread. 

 

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 

All Let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive 

Communion at this service.  

Please remain in your seats to receive Communion – the clergy will 

come to you. 



 

 

After Communion, please remain seated. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

President Lord God our Father,  

 through our Saviour Jesus Christ  

 you have assured your children of eternal life  

 and in baptism have made us one with him:  

 deliver us from the death of sin  

 and raise us to new life in your love,  

 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

 by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

[If the weather permits, the service will continue with the Blessing. Thereafter we 

shall go out to the monastic lawns to sing the final hymn; please take this order 

of service with you. If the weather is inclement, the hymn will follow at this point.] 

Please remain seated for the 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN, sung by the Cantor 

Love's redeeming work is done; 

Fought the fight, the battle won: 

Lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 

Lo, he sets in blood no more! 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, 

Christ has burst the gates of hell; 

Death in vain forbids his rise; 

Christ has opened Paradise. 

Lives again our glorious King; 

Where, O Death, is now thy sting? 

Dying once, he all doth save; 

Where thy victory, O grave? 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 

Following  our exalted Head; 

Made like him, like him we rise, 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
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Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 

Praise to thee by both be given: 

Thee we greet triumphant now; 

Hail, the Resurrection thou! 

Words: Charles Wesley         Tune: Savannah 

from J. Wesley's Foundery Collection 

 

Please stand 

The Dismissal 
THE BLESSING 

President Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

President God grant to the living, grace; 

to the departed, rest; 

to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth, 

and all humankind, 

peace and concord; 

and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 

 and the blessing of God almighty, 

 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

 be among you and remain with you always.   

All Amen. 

   

Minister  With the risen life of Christ within you, 

 go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 

 
• Please leave via Cloister Way, as directed by the sidemen.  

• Please do not congregate in the Priory House Car Park, as this causes a 

blockage. Instead, please meet your friends on the monastic lawns for a 

conversation after the service, always maintaining social distancing and the 

‘rule of six’, as per Government guidelines. 

•  



 

 

• Please take this Order of Service with you: you are welcome to take it home, 

or to deposit it in one of the bins available at the Cloister Way exit. 

• There will be a collection plate to receive any offerings not left on your way 

into the Priory. 

• Please use the hand sanitizer as you leave.  
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