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Please ensure that all mobile ‘phones are switched off. 

Photography, sound and video recordings are not permitted  

at Priory services.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

The service is being live-streamed. 

 

• Please maintain social distancing at all times, including entering and leaving the 

church. The Church of England guidance for public worship is still 2 metres. 

Please observe the one-way system at all times.  

• Face coverings are required to be worn in places of worship, except for those 

with a recognized exemption.  

• Please remember that, for now, the congregation is unable to sing hymns in 

church. The hymns in this service will be played on a recording.  

 

Thank you for helping us keep one another safe. 

  



The Liturgy of Good Friday 
 

If you are watching this service at home via the live-stream, you may wish to have 

a cross or crucifix close to hand for later in the liturgy. 

 

A RESPONSORY 

President We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  

All because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.  

Christ committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips. 

All We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

All By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.  

By his wounds you have been healed. 

All We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
President  Let us pray. 

 

 Almighty Father,  

look with mercy on this your family 

for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed 

     and given up into the hands of sinners 

     and to suffer death upon the cross: 

 who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12  

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



NEW TESTAMENT READING Hebrews 4. 14-16; 5. 7-9    

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

  

  

HYMN   

When I survey the wondrous Cross, 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

Save in the death of Christ my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were an offering far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Words:  Isaac Watts     Tune:  Rockingham 

 

 

THE PASSION GOSPEL  John 19.1 – 19.37  

 Hear the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown 

of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple 

robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ and 

striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I am 

bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.’ So 

Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 

said to them, ‘Here is the man!’  



When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! 

Crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I 

find no case against him.’ The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and 

according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son 

of God.’ 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his 

headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave 

him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to 

me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to 

crucify you?’ Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over me 

unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed 

me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’ From then on Pilate tried to 

release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you are no 

friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 

against the emperor.’ 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the 

judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew 

Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was 

about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ They cried out, 

‘Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I 

crucify your King?’ The chief priests answered, ‘We have no king but the 

emperor.’ Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what 

is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There 

they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus 

between them.  

Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this inscription, 

because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 

written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the 

Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man 

said, I am King of the Jews.” ’ Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have 

written.’ When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and 

divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; 

now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said 

to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get 

it.’ This was to fulfil what the scripture says, 



     ‘They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they 

cast lots.’ 

And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus 

saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he 

said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’  

Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his own home. 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 

fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. 

So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to 

his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then 

he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left 
on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day 

of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified 

men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke 

the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But 

when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not 

break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and 

at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that 

you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the 

truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None 

of his bones shall be broken.’ And again another passage of scripture says, 

‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’ 

 

 
REFLECTION for Good Friday   

 

 

 

 

 



The Proclamation of the Cross 

President We adore you, O Christ,  

All And we bless you,  

because by your holy Cross 

you have redeemed the world.  
     
 
Father, hear our prayer and forgive us. Unstop our ears,  
that we may receive the gospel of the Cross. Lighten our eyes, 
that we may see your glory in the face of your Son. 
Penetrate our minds, that your truth may make us whole. 
Irradiate our hearts with your love,  

that we may love one another for Christ's sake.   

All  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  

because by your holy Cross  

you have redeemed the world. 

This is the wood of the cross, 

on which hung the Saviour of the world. 

All Come, let us worship. 

O Saviour of the world, 

who by your cross and precious blood have redeemed us, 

All save us and help us, we humbly pray. 

THE VENERATION OF THE CROSS 

Behold the Cross displayed,  

whereon the Saviour of the world did hang:   

All O come, let us worship. 

Please hold your Cross before you 

All We venerate your Cross, O Lord,  

and praise and glorify your holy Resurrection;   

for by virtue of the Cross  

joy has come to the whole world. 
 
 
 
 



President Father, hear our prayer and forgive us. 
All Unstop our ears  
    that we may receive the gospel of the cross.  
 Lighten our eyes  
    that we may see your glory in the face of your Son.  
 Penetrate our minds  
    that your truth may make us whole.  
 Kindle our hearts with the fire of your love  
    that we may love one another for Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS BEFORE THE CROSS 

God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but 

that the world might be saved through him. Therefore, we pray 

to our heavenly Father for people everywhere according to their 

needs. 
        
To the invitation 'Lord, hear us' please respond 'Lord, graciously hear us'. 

 

The Prayers conclude with:   

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, 
look favourably on your whole Church, 
that wonderful and sacred mystery, 
and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence 
carry out the work of our salvation: 
and let the whole world feel and see 
that things which were cast down are being raised up 
and things which had grown old are being made new 
and that all things are returning to perfection 
through him from whom they took their origin, 
even Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Standing at the foot of the cross, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come;  
 thy will be done;  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation;  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN 
Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
 and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
 most sure in all his ways. 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
 When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
 and to the rescue came. 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
 which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against their foe, 
 should strive and should prevail; 

And that a higher gift than grace 
 should flesh and  blood refine, 
God's presence and his very self, 
 and essence all-divine. 

O generous love! that he who smote 
 in Man for man the foe, 
the double agony in Man 
 for man should undergo; 



And in the garden secretly, 
 and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 

 to suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
 and in the depth be praise, 
in all his words most wonderful, 
 most sure in all his ways. 

Words: John Henry Newman (1801-90)   Tune: Gerontius, 

    J. B. Dykes (1823-76) 

 

 

 

President Let us pray. 

Most merciful God,  

by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

you delivered and saved the world:  
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross, 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We leave in silence, confident that we shall meet again to share the joy of the 

resurrection. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

• Please leave via Cloister Way, as directed by the sidemen.  

• Please do not congregate in the Priory House Car Park, as this causes a 

blockage. Instead, please meet your friends on the monastic lawns for a 

conversation after the service, always maintaining social distancing and the 

‘rule of six’, as per Government guidelines. 

• Please take this Order of Service with you: you are welcome to take it home, 

or to deposit it in one of the bins available at the Cloister Way exit. 

• There will be a collection plate to receive any offerings not left on your way 

into the Priory. 

• Please use the hand sanitizer as you leave.  
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