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The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen. 
 

Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it.’                                                      Matthew 16.24,25 
 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been 
brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our 

peace.          Ephesians 2.13,14 
 

A minister may introduce the service and then says 

Let us pray. 

A brief moment of silence follows. 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All    Amen. 
 
All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

  



I  Jesus is condemned to death 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 

Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, 
‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, 

‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then he 
asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, 

‘Let him be crucified!’ 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ Then 

the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our 
children!’ So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. 
Matthew 27.20-26 

Prayer Lord Jesus,  

you were condemned to death for political expediency:  
be with those who are imprisoned for the convenience of the powerful. 

You were the victim of unbridled injustice:  
change the minds and motivations of oppressors and exploiters  

to follow your way of peace.  
To you, Jesus, innocent though condemned,  

be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 
holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

II  Jesus takes up his cross  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some 



thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 

Jews!’ They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 
After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 

on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.                   Matthew 27.27-31 
 

Prayer Lord Jesus, you were betrayed by the kiss of a friend: 
be with those who are betrayed and slandered and falsely accused. 

You knew the experience of having your love 
thrown back in your face for mere silver: 

be with families which are torn apart by mistrust or temptation. 
To you, Jesus, who offered your face to your betrayer, 

be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 
holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 
 

III  Jesus falls the first time  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

He had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 

make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 

being tested.                   Hebrews 2.17-18 

Prayer Lord Jesus, you carried the cross through the rough streets of Jerusalem: 

be with those who are loaded with burdens beyond their strength. 
You bore the weight of our sins when you carried the cross: 
help us to realize the extent and the cost of your love for us. 

To you, Jesus, bearing a cross not your own, 
be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 



IV  Jesus meets his mother  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.  

Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’           Luke 2.34-35 

Prayer Lord Jesus,  
you met your mother in your humiliation:  

be with those who have to watch the suffering of their children.  
You could not protect those you loved from pain:  

be with those who are made vulnerable by the agony of those they love. 
To you, Jesus, suffering in those who suffer with you,  

be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

V  Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the cross  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.  

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him 

carry it behind Jesus.            Luke 23.26 

Prayer Lord Jesus, you were worn down by fatigue: 

be with those from whom life drains all energy. 
You needed the help of a passing stranger: 

give us the humility to receive aid from others. 
To you, Jesus, weighed down with exhaustion and in need of help, 
be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 



VI  Veronica wipes the face of Jesus  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  

If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the 

afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as 
the noonday.                                                                        Isaiah 58.10 

Prayer Lord Jesus,  
teach me to see you in the poor and the rejected,  
and give me the courage to approach them in love.  

Let me offer compassion without patronising,  
but, by sharing in their pain, remind me that you are to be found  

among those whom the world despises and rejects,  
and that it is by accompanying you that I may come to eternal life.  

As you were blessed by the ministry of Veronica,  
so teach us also how to receive from others  

what we cannot do for ourselves. 
To you, Jesus, be honour and glory  

with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 
holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

VII  Jesus falls a second time 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  

He grew up before Him like a young plant, 

   and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by others; 

   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces 

   he was despised, and we held him of no account.     Isaiah 52.2-3 
    

 



Prayer Lord Jesus,  
you fell under the weight of the rough cross  

pressing on your scourged and bleeding flesh:  
be with those whose burdens  

destroy their health and break their spirits.  
You hit the hard stones unable to break your fall:  

be with those battered by repeated falls  
and struggling to pick themselves up.  

To you, Jesus, the wounded healer,  
be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

VII I Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.  

A great number of the people followed him, and among them were 
women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus 

turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, 
but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely 

coming when they will say, “Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” Then they will begin to 

say to the mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “Cover us.” For if 
they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?  

Luke 23.27-31 

Prayer Lord Jesus,  
the women of Jerusalem wept for you:  

move us to tears at the plight of the broken in our world.  
You embraced the pain of Jerusalem, the ‘city of peace’:  
bless Jerusalem today and lead it to the path of lasting peace.  

To you, Jesus, the King of peace who wept for the city of peace,  
be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 



IX  Jesus falls a third time 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 

Surely he has borne our infirmities 

   and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 

   struck down by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
   crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
   and by his bruises we are healed.     Isaiah 53.4-5 

 
Prayer Lord Jesus,  

you fell down a third time, so very close to Calvary,  
carrying the burden of my sin with that of the world,  

   that we might be set free.  
Draw us to your cross,  

that there we may receive cleansing, fresh vision, compassion,  
    and renewed purpose in life.  

To you, Lord Jesus, the crushed liberator,  
be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

X  Jesus is stripped of his garments 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel of John. 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided 
them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now 

the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to 
one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ 

This was to fulfil what the scripture says, 
‘They divided my clothes among themselves, 

   and for my clothing they cast lots.’                                   John 19.23-24 



Prayer Lord Jesus,  
you were stripped naked by the rough hands of your executioners:  

be with those who have lost all power over their own lives.  
Your last thread of protection was torn from you  

    with callous indifference:  
be with those whose every remaining shred of human dignity  

    has been ripped from them.  
To you, Jesus, who gave your whole self to us,  

be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 
holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

XI  Jesus is nailed to the cross 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 

with him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his 

left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing. And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people 

stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ 

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and 
saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an 

inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other 
rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 

sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 

nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.’                    Luke 23.32-43 

  



Prayer Lord Jesus,  
even in your deepest agony you listened to the crucified thief:  

hear us as we unburden to you our deepest fears.  
You spoke words of love in your hour of death:  

help us to speak words of life to a dying world.  
To you, Jesus, who offer hope to the hopeless,  

be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 
holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

XII Jesus dies on the cross 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 

When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling for 
Elijah.’ At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 

put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, ‘Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.’ Then Jesus cried again 

with a loud voice and breathed his last.       Matthew 27.45-50 
 

Prayer Lord Jesus, you died on the cross 
and entered the bleakest of all circumstances: 

give courage to those who die at the hands of others. 
In death you entered into the darkest place of all: 

illumine our darkness with your glorious presence. 
To you, Jesus, your lifeless body hanging on the tree of shame, 
be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

 



XIII Jesus is taken down from the cross 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a 

member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came 
from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for 

the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a 
rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of 

Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The women who had come 
with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body 

was laid.                                                    Luke 23.50-55 
 

Prayer Lord Jesus,  
your lifeless body was requested by Joseph of Arimathaea  

and prepared for burial by Mary your mother, Mary Magdalene  
   and the Galilean women: grant that we may serve the weak, the dying, 

the forgotten and the outcast of our day, for what we do to one of the 
least of these, we do to you. To you, Jesus, your lifeless body hanging on 

the tree of shame, 
be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 

holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

XIV Jesus is laid in the tomb 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

A reading from the Gospel of John. 

Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And 

so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was 
nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

  



Prayer Lord Jesus, Lord of life,  
you became as nothing for us:  

be with those who feel empty, worthless  
and as nothing in the world’s eyes.  

You were laid in a cold, dark tomb and hidden from sight:  
be with all who suffer and die in secret,  

hidden from the eyes of the world.  
To you, Jesus, your lifeless body imprisoned in a tomb,  

be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

All    Holy God, 
holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

Conclusion 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

You may wish to pause to respond to the preceding stations. This might take the form of praise, 

penitence, intercession or some other relevant action, accompanied by silence or music. 

 

Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom 
in the words our Saviour taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

  



Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
All    Amen. 

 
You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, 

and by your blood you ransomed for God 
saints from every tribe and language and nation; 

you have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
serving our God. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
All    because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
To him who loves us 

and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 
and made us a kingdom of priests 

to stand and serve before our God; 
All    to him who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All    and also with you. 

 
May God bless us, 

that in us may be found love and humility, 
obedience and thanksgiving, 

discipline, gentleness and peace. 
All    Amen. 
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